
 
 
NEWSLETTER 26, 24th April 2015 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 

What a tiring but gratifying term the last one turned out to be. Over the break I reflected on what experiences we had. 
There were numerous trips and visits to Museums and galleries here in Manchester and in other cities, a trip to 
Disneyland, and a Duke of Edinburgh Award Expedition to Ghyll Head. 

Pupils entered into local, regional and national competitions: Two Year 9 girls gained second prize in the United Learning 
app competition; pupils gained bronze, silver and gold certificates in the National Maths Challenge, and engaged with 
”Taking Maths Further”; there was also the egg drop challenge.  We gained regional press coverage in the “You Tell Us” 
competition with the Manchester College (and £1000 for school); we received the Neon Award for accessibility; “Fresh 
Made Trade” with the Whitworth also had excellent press coverage; Yahya Maasher made the press and “NW Tonight” 
with his entrepreneurialism; Year 11 appeared on BBC’s “Stargazing Live” during the special programme on the eclipse. 

Pupils performed “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and gave a concert in a lovely evening of music. Pupils are working 
with Camerata to perform at The Bridgewater Hall. Theatre companies have performed here and we have visited 
theatres, cinemas and restaurants. 

The Army Cadets have recruited at Year 8 Parents’ Evening and the Police Cadets have been well established and met 
the Chief Constable. Their passing out parade is on Friday 1st May. 

We have had Sector Drops in Logistics and in Creative Media including a visit from Allan Beswick. We have developed 
links with other Manchester Schools and Local Community Groups, mosques, temples and churches. We have 
established a 3 Year partnership with The Manchester United Foundation. Sport England visited and we hope those links 
will flourish further, Sale Sharks and Mancunians have promoted rugby and the RFU have selected us as their local pilot 
school attracting further funding for rugby.  

That’s all just last term, not to mention the extra work teachers are doing in lesson 6 after school and the ongoing 
revision sessions for Year 11 which have happened over weekends and holidays. A special thank you to all of those 
teachers who gave time over the Easter Break to support your children. 

And of course in our local derby we beat Trinity in the Year 9 Cup!  

The new term has begun in an equally busy way. 
 

WELCOME 

On Monday we welcomed Kimberley McLaughlin-Knowles, who is taking up the post of Learning Support Assistant in 
English.  We hope she will find her time at Manchester Academy both enjoyable and rewarding. 

 

EDUCATIONAL VISITS THIS WEEK 

On Wednesday eleven Year 9 & 10 students spent the day at the Sharp Futures Project. This visit was designed to give 
them the opportunity to meet employers, be involved in various taster sessions and find out more about careers in the 
Creative Digital Media Sector. 

Thursday saw a large group of students in Years 9-11 spending the evening at the Contact Theatre to further their 
interest in and knowledge of Drama. 

Last but not least, ten Year 7 & 8 students, who have been identified as being Gifted & Talented in PE, attended a 
workshop at Sport City on Friday. 

Trips and visits take a great deal of staff time in terms of organising and carrying through, but are well worth it when we 
see how much the students learn from and enjoy them. 

 
 



  
 

  

FROM THE EMPLOYABILITY TEAM 

We have recently been informed of two exciting opportunities suitable for students in Year 11 who are interested in 
working in Horticulture or Landscaping.  Further details can be found here.  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 School will be closed on Monday 4th May for the May Day Bank Holiday. 

 Year 10/6th Form Progress Evening: Wednesday 6th May 

 We break up for half term on Friday 22nd May. 

 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Mr A Griffin,  
Executive Principal 

http://www.manchester-academy.org/Portals/0/Document%20Library/2014%20-%202015/News/Newsletters/Newsletter%2027%20240415%20accompanying%20info%20v2.pdf?timestamp=1430124304872

